
From: Johnson,Becky
To: Nicole Parks
Cc: Garren,Dan
Subject: Re: 21860 US-91, Park Lawn to Siphon Rd, Chubbuck
Date: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 12:18:40 PM
Attachments: Project Description.docx

Project Maps.pdf

Hi Nicole,

There is no suitable habitat for cuckoo at this location so IDFG is not concerned with potential impacts
from the project relative to cuckoo.

For SGCN bees/pollinators that may be present along the ROWs, the following are generalized,
voluntary actions intended to benefit SGCN and responsible Transportation & Service Corridors by
addressing effects of stressors (from the 2023 Idaho SWAP): 

Implement the ISDA Idaho Pollinator Protection Plan (https://agri.idaho.gov/main/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/Idaho-Pollinator-Protection-Plan-1-17.pdf).

Relevant BMPs from the Plan: "Rights-of-way provide nesting and egg-laying habitat for
pollinators and have the potential to act as corridors for pollinator movement. When
possible, rights-of-way should include flowering plants that offer nectar and pollen for
pollinators. Rights-of way with native plants are especially beneficial to pollinators.
Roadside maintenance requires a balancing act to control erosion, stop the spread of
invasive weeds, protect driver safety, and provide attractive vistas for drivers. Once
established, native plants along roadsides can fulfill all of these goals."

Manage vegetation in transportation and utility corridors to minimize negative effects on
pollinating insect SGCN and maximize beneficial effects (e.g., pollinator-friendly vegetation
management including native milkweeds); https://wafwa.org/wpdm-package/western-
monarch-butterfly-conservation-plan-2019-2069/
Control the spread and effects of nonnative plant species, for example by washing vehicles
and equipment during construction

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project and feel free to reach out with any
questions.

Becky

Becky Johnson
Technical Assistance Manager
Idaho Department of Fish and Game
1345 Barton Road
Pocatello, ID 83204
O: 208.236.1258
M: 208.251.2588
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ITD District 5 is proposing intersection improvements at US-91 (Yellowstone Avenue) and Siphon Road/New Day Park and associated roadway widening along US-91 from Park Lawn to Southside Way in Chubbuck, Idaho. This project includes Phase 1 as identified in the I-15 Environmental Study EA approved in 2012 under Key Number (KN) 9000. The environmental document for this project will reevaluate environmental impacts as disclosed in the EA, as well as evaluate work proposed in KN 21860 that was not included in the KN 9000 EA. With the KN 20314 Northgate Interchange project, Siphon Road east of US-91 was re-named New Day Parkway.

US-91 is a principal arterial that acts as an alternate route for I-15 and passes through the Cities of Pocatello and Chubbuck. The intersection of US-91 and Siphon Road/New Day Parkway connects the urban core of Chubbuck to the Northgate Interchange (Exit 73). Traffic counts and future development indicate that this area will need to accommodate much higher traffic volumes. ITD has identified needed improvements to the intersection of US-91 and Siphon Road/New Day Parkway and widening of US-91 throughout the project limits, to accommodate these projected volumes.

US-91. The KN 21860 project area extends along US-91 from 180 feet north of Park Lawn, MP 81.2, northward to Southside Way, MP 81.7. The project will widen the existing US-91 three lane section (approximately 36 feet wide) to five lanes (approximately 60 feet wide). In addition, there will be a 12-foot northbound right-turn lane from US-91 onto eastbound New Day Parkway. The project will pipe and bury the existing Chester Drain irrigation wasteway ditch (1,800 feet) that parallels US-91 on the east side. The project will include curb and gutter throughout, a 12-foot bike/pedestrian shared-use path east of US-91 (MP 81.25 to 81.5) and five-foot sidewalk west (MP 81.19 to 81.66) and east (MP 81.19 to 81.25) of US-91. (Note: Idaho Power will relocate power poles and lines outside of the proposed roadway extents in advance of the project.)

Siphon Road/New Day Parkway. In addition, the proposed improvements will widen the existing two-lane and three-lane sections (approximately 25-40 feet wide) of Siphon Road/New Day Parkway to five lanes (approximately 60 feet wide). The widening will extend from US-91 westward approximately 400 feet along Siphon Road and eastward along New Day Parkway 750 feet to Industry Way (see Project Phasing section below). The new road section east of US-91 includes 10-foot shared-use paths on both sides of New Day Parkway; the new road section west of US-91 will include 5-foot sidewalks on both sides of Siphon Road. Improvements at the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) crossing will occur with a separate project (see Project Phasing below).

The proposed project includes:

· Intersection capacity enhancements (including additional through and turn lanes), traffic signalization, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) curb ramps and crosswalks at the intersection of US-91 and Siphon Road/New Day Parkway,

· Storm sewer for US-91 (MP 81.15 to 81.66) and a stormwater basin at the southwest corner of the intersection of US-91 and Siphon Road/New Day Parkway,

· A three-lane (36-foot) public approach east of US-91 across from the existing Briscoe Road,

· Signage, street lighting, and landscaping,

· Modifying private approaches on US-91 and Siphon Road/New Day Parkway,

· Construction staging on previously disturbed locations,

· Construction of a parking lot for the 107 W Siphon Road property using the vacant field west of the property. The parking lot will be paved with asphalt and consist of eight parking stalls, including one ADA assessable stall. The lot will be graded to accommodate onsite stormwater collection through the ITD standard drywell.

New right-of-way will be acquired to accommodate the project work.

Project Phasing:

· The KN 21860 Park Lawn to Siphon Road project will construct the intersection improvements at US-91 and Siphon Road/New Day Parkway, the New Day Parkway section east from US-91 to Industry Way, and the Siphon Road section west of US-91.

· Separate state-funded projects (KN 23953 New Day Parkway RRX, Chubbuck UPRR #811540K/ (companioned) KN 23954 Chubbuck Road RRX, Chubbuck UPRR #811539R) will build the new widened road section for New Day Parkway through the UPRR crossing.

· The City of Chubbuck will construct the New Day Parkway section between Industry Way and Whitaker Road with local funds (Whitaker Road to the UPRR crossing was completed in 2023).
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Map 1. Project Area - Topographical
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Map 2. Project Area - Aerial
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From: Nicole Parks <Nicole.Parks@deainc.com>
Sent: Friday, April 5, 2024 10:44 AM
To: Johnson,Becky <becky.johnson@idfg.idaho.gov>
Subject: 21860 US-91, Park Lawn to Siphon Rd, Chubbuck
 
CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments BEFORE you
click or open, even if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency service desk with any
concerns.

Ms. Johnson-
 
David Evans and Associates, Inc is working with the Idaho Transportation Department on
intersection improvements at US-91 (Yellowstone Avenue) and Siphon/New Day Park and associated
roadway widening along US-91 from Park Lawn to Southside Way in Chubbuck, Idaho.  We are
responsible for the environmental clearances and I am writing to solicit information and any
recommended mitigation for this project. 
 
Specifically, IDFG coordination is requested for the following Tier 1 Species of Greatest Conservation
Need identified through the IDFG Conservation Planning Tool:

Yellow-billed cuckoo
Morrison’s Bumble Bee
Suckley’s Cuckoo Bumble Bee

 
I have attached a detailed project description, as well as project maps.  Thank you for your input and
please do not hesitate to call me if you require any additional information.
 
Thanks
 
 
Nicole Parks | Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager | Water & Environment
David Evans and Associates, Inc.
9175 W. Black Eagle Drive  |  Boise, ID, 83709  |  www.deainc.com
d: 208.900.9044  |  c: 208.409.0320  |  Cisco: 47044  |  nicole.parks@deainc.com
ENERGY | LAND DEVELOPMENT | MARINE SERVICES | SURVEYING AND GEOMATICS | TRANSPORTATION | WATER AND ENVIRONMENT
 

This email and any attachments transmitted with it are the property of David Evans and Associates, Inc. and may
contain information that is confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. The information is intended solely
for the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. Unauthorized use, copying, distribution or disclosure of
any of it is strictly prohibited. We assume no responsibility to persons other than the intended, named recipient(s)
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and do not accept any liability for any errors or omissions which are a result of email transmission. If you have
received this message in error, please notify us immediately and confirm that the message and any attachments
and copies have been destroyed and deleted.
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